
CHAPTER IV 

SECOXD REGDIEX'l' IXFANTRY, C. i\ . G., ORGA:-JIZED 

l'lIA='-GE IX ORGA::\TIZATIO:N 1 5-1 7- 'l'HE ORGA~IZA'l'IOX OF 
'l'HE ECOND REGI111EX'l' OF IXFAXTRY. C. X G .. 1AY '27. 1 /
FURTHER CHAXGE ERTICE COXDITIOX A.."'\TD ROUTIXE :'.\fAT
TER ' I:N TIIE COLORADO XATIOXAL Gl'ARD D'CRTNG 'l'IIE 
"EIGHTIES"-IXITIAL ORG.rl..XIZA'l'I ::'\ OF THE COLORADO XA
TIOXAL GUARD A OCIATIOX 

The year. 1 5-1 6. in ofar a. the infantry unit of the Colorado Na
tional Guard w ere concerned. pa ed without any e\'ent of particular moment. 
However, there were the in evitable change in organization . and the biennial 
report of the .Adjutant General for the ame period contain the following 
tabulation of lo.· e and gain of infantry organization 

0RGAJ\TIATIO - DrsBA~DED 

Company Organization ta ti on Date of 
}lu. ter Out 

E 'l'hird Battalion Infantry Leadville F'eb. 9. 1 5 
I First Regiment Infantry Denver 11Iarch 23 , 1 5 
A Third Battalion Infantry Leadville July 17, 1 
D Second Battalion Infantrv Durango Oct. 25, 1 
B Fourth Battalion Infantr): Pueblo Dec. 2. 1 5 
A Fourth Battalion Infantry iher liff Jfarch 23. 1 6 
I Fir t Regiment Infantry Denver June 7. 1 6 
F Second Battalion Infantry Grand Junction June 2±. 1 6 
H Third Battalion Infa11try Lea cl ville Aug. 9. 1 6 

CoMPAXIEs }fc TERED Ix 

Company Original Officers 
Organiza- Station Date of 

ti on l\Ius t er in 

A Capt. H. S. Van Gorder First 
(Eaton 1st Lt. Frank W. Clark Regiment Gold en Jan. 2-! , 1 5 

Guards) 2nd Lt. Jas. W. Morris Infantry 

c Capt. Geo. "\V. Vivian Fifth 
(Idaho Idaho 

Springs 1st Lt. John J. Sherwin Battalion Springs :\lay 2 . 1 5 

Rifl es) 2nd Lt. W. H. Waley Infantry 

D Capt. Edwin ~w. Hurlburt Fifth Central 
(Gilpin 1st Lt. B. E. eymour Battalion City June 5, 1 5 

Guards) 2nd Lt. John W . -n'agner Infantry 

Capt. H erbert I. Ross Second 
B 1st Lt. Chas. H. Brichenstine Battalion Alamosa June 2 . 18 5 

2nd Lt. W . E . Devine Infantry 

I 
c Capt. B. D. Harper First 

(Greeley 1st Lt. D. D. Wilson Regiment Gree ley July 27, 1885 
Guards) 2nd Lt. E. . Sturdevant Infantry 
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Company 

B 

I 
(Fort 

Morgan 
Guards) 

F 
(San 

Miguel 
Guards) 
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OMPAKIES Jl.fu TERED IK-Continuecl 

Original Officers 
Organiza-

Station ti on 

Capt. Isaac R French Fourth Canon 1st Lt. Parmenas Elmer Battalion C'ity 2nd Lt. Joseph Esser Infantry 

Capt. L. IY. Kimball Fir t Fort 1st Lt. IY. B. Sinton Regiment 
~I organ 2nd Lt. G. W. l'i arner Infantry 

Second Capt. Thos. W. Wagensler Battalion Telluride 1st Lt. 0. 0 Downtain Infantry 

Date of 
:\'luster in 

Aug. 21, 1 5 

~larch 20. 18 6 

June 7, 18 6 

It will be noted in the table of organization di ·banded that the Third 
Battalion of Infantry wa di continued a an orO'anization on Augu t 9, 1 86 
and in the aboYe table of or"'anization mu. tered in mention i made of the 
Fifth Battalion of Infantn. Thi latter battalion wa organized on Julv 31. 
1 5, and it companie \Y~re tationed a follows: • 

Company A (E m m e t t 
Guard ) - 'entral City 
(Tran ferred from 1 t Regi
ment of Infantry, .July 31, 
1 5). 

Company B (G e o r g e
town Light Infantry) -
Georgetown. ( Formerl~· 
Company C. 1 t Regiment 
Infantry ) . 

Company 
pring. Rifle 
pring . 

( I d ah o 
- Idaho 

Company D ( G i 1 p i n 
Guard. )-Central ity. 

'l'he de ignation of "Fifth 
Battalion" did not endure 
for Yen· Jon"', and ~lay 'Ti , 
1 7. the battalion wa re
designated the "Third Bat
talion of Infantry.·' On the 
.·ame day. under the proYi-
ions of pecial Order. X o. 

±7, Office of the Adjutant 
General of Colorado, the 
'econd and Fourth Battalion 

of Infantry were consoli
dated to f°orm the econd 
Regiment of Infantry. Colo
rado National Guard. The 
r egimental or"'anization wa 

COL. BENJ. F. KLEE 
First colonel of 2nd Infantry, C. N. G., Jun e 21, 1 7, 

to April 2, 1 9. 

soon completed and the biennial report of ..ldju tant General Geo. \\Test for 
1 7-1 how the following: 
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SECOKD REanrnxT Ol' IKFA::-<TRY, C. X. G., NoYE:MBER 30, 1 

Field and taff : 
Benj. F. Klee, olonel, Commanding-Pueblo. 
Jame . :JicCoy, Lieutenant Colonel-Pueblo. 
John Ewing, Jr .. Major-Del Norte. 
R. W . Corwin. 'urgeon-Pueblo. 
H. .... Hall, 1 t A t. 'urgeon-i.1ontro e. 
\V. W. Rowan, 2nc1 A . t. urgeon-Ouray. 
Henry :McCoy, 1st Lieut. and Adjutant- Pueblo. 

Companies: 
Company A (Pitkin Guarcl)-Lake 'ity-Capt . Geo. F. Garclnel'. 
Company B- Alamo. a-Capt. l\I. D. :Jiix. 
Company -Pueblo-Capt. 0. J. mith. 
Company D (Barela Guard)-Trinidacl-Capt. . Y. B. Br°'Tn. 
Company E---Rico-Capt. J. T. Beale. 
Company F ( 'an :Jiicruel Guard)-Telluride- 'apt. T. W. Wagen ler . 
Company II-( Canon ity)-Capt. Jo. eph Esser. 
Company I- Montrose-Capt. F. C. Goudy. 
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(:\Iu tered in _\.pril 30. 1 ' 7; Captain F. C. Goudy; 1. t Lieut. Jno. J 
DaYi , and 2nd Li eut. Geo. H. Webber ) . 

Company K-Ouray-Capt. F. W. :Jiclntyi-e. 
(:Mu tered in l\Iay 2. 1 7; Capt. F. W. :J1cintyre. 1 t Lieutenant A. 

Adams, and 2nd Lieut. 0. E. Ostenson ). 

The Infantry of the olorado Kational Guard wa by this con olidation 
organized into two regiment . the Fir. t and econ l; a eparate battalion. the 
" Third Battalion"; and two unattached companie . the "l'aylor Guard " of 
Denver and the · ' Rocky ::'.fountain Rifle " of Leachille. 1 However. change 
in organization were con tantly taking place. and it i rather bewildering to 
Lhe hi torian to keep accurate check of the many mu tering -in and mu tering. -
out of thi period. During the year 1 7-1 the following organization 
were di banded or mu tered in: 
Disbanded : 

Co. F , 1 t Infantry, Fort Collins, Feb. H, 1 7. 
Co. K, 1 t Infantry, Denver. Aug. 1, 1 7. 2 

Co. B , 3rd Battalion Infantry. Georgeto,·rn. Xo1-. 12. 1 ' 7. 
Co. G. 1 't Infantry, Breckenridae, XoY. 26. 1 7.3 

Co. A , 1 t Infantry. Golden. Feb. 24, 1 
Co. C. 3rd Battalion Infantry. Idaho 'prings. June 23. 1 " ' . 
Co. D, 3rd Battalion Infantry. Central City, .July 26. 1 ' 
Co. G, 2nd Infantry, Del Xorte, :;\fay 21, 1 
'raylor Guard, Dem·er, August 1 , 1 
Co. C, 1st Infantry Greeley Oct. 6. 1 

'The " Taylor Guards" were organized originally a>; the "Capito l Guards". a colorl"d 
organ ization. See Cl1apter 3. preceding. 

"During September l 7, a r e -organized Company "K" First Infantn·. was mustered 
into the senice, and was made up from a group of military enth us iasts who h a d j oined the or
ganization for the so le purp0se of qualif)ing themsel\"es to compete in the inter-state drill held 
at Chicago that ~·ear. They were so far successful as to win the third prize and on their return 
to Denver they promptly disbanded. the official date of muster out being December l, l 87. 

3 Company "G" was re-organized at Breckenridge on J anuary 7. J . but the re -or-
ganization apparently failed to a complish much good and the unit " ·as agajn mustered out on 
Au~st 18. 18 . 
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Xote: The 'fhircl Battalion of Infantry ,Ya. di ·solwd by ·pecial Orders 
.Xo. 10-:1:. Adjutant General's Office, Denver, Colorado, dated September 19, 1 88, 
and its onP remaining company. A (The Emmett Guard ) , placed on the 
unattached li t the same clay. 

Jlustered in: 

Co. I. 2ml Infantry, :\Ionti·o>e. April 30. 1 7. 
C'o. K. 2nd Infa11try, Ouray. :\lay 2nd, 1 'I. 
Co. F. 1. t Infantry. Aspen. June 2c, 1 7. 
Rocky )fountain Rifle . Leachille. July 15, 1 7. 
Brigade Band, Greeley. July 29, 1 7. 

'o. K. l ·t Infantry, Denver. Jan. 3. 1 

(Thi company wa the ucce. or of the old Co. K. )1itchell Guardi;;. 
and was formed from an unofficial organization knO\Yn a. th e "Eaton C'acleti;; ... 
Capt. L. B. Re~·er was the fir . t company commander ) . 

Co. A. 1st Infantry. Brighton. :\1arc:h 11. 
Fir. t Tnfantry Band. Boulder. )fay 23. 1 

COMPANY I, 2~o I 'FANTRY. C. N. G. 

Montrose, Colo., February 22, 18 . Capt. F. C. Goudy, Commanding. 

The Opera House, in front of which the company is standing, was the armory, and the same building, except 
for a new front. is now the armory of Co. D, 157th Infantry, Montro e. 
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The ·e changes reduced the infantry to t'rn regiments of eight (the 1 t) 
and nine (the 2nd) companie each, re ·pectiYely. and two unattached com
panie . the Rocky :Mountain Rifle and the Emmett Guards. The aggregate 
trength of each regiment at this time (~ ovember 30, 1 ) wa 357 for the 

1 t Infantry and 350 for the 2nd Infantry. 

er>ice in the );ational Guard of Colorado during the "Eightie. ' had 
much in common ''ith enice in like organization of today and before con
tinuing with the tory of the regiment let u pan e to get a glimpse of en-ice 
condition of those day as told in official report . new paper , and other pub
lication of the time. 

It i rather revealing in the e days of liberal federal appropriation for 
the . upport of the National Guard to hark back to that time when federal up
port 'rn practically nil and to appreciate the difficultie confrontin"' a com
pany commander in keepin"' hi company up to trength, uniformed, and 
efficient in matter · of drill and di cipline. 'l'he uniform que tion wa. particu
larly acute. and the follo,ving extract from an ,ldjutant General' report of 
1 give u ome idea of the difficultie to be OYercome. 

"L'nder the law of Congre increa ing the appropriation for the support 
of militia of the . eYeral tate from 200.000 to. ·-t00.000. the. tate. are allowed 
to draw Quartermaster' property as well a ordnance tores. The apportion
ment of Colorado under the law is 2,76'1.9 annually. A no ordnance tore 
are needed at pre ent * * * it wa deemed wi e to commence supplying the mo t 
efficient companie with the United State. Arm~- dre . uniform from the pro
ceed of thi fund, and a. a reward for good erYice nine companie have been 
rnpplied. The system adopted for a,~·arding these ''a to giYe them to the 
organization howing the be t percentage of attendance at drills for a term 
of three month . three award bein!! made at each conte t. The . y . tern ha 
proYed an admirable one. the differen~t companies entering into the coi1te:t "·ith 
great earne ·tness, and it ha . added an efficienc~· and interest in the enice that 
is highly commendable * * * . ' 

'!'here were, of cour e. no federal appropriation for pay as i the ca e no'' · 
and it come a· rather much of a hock to learn that in ome organization: the 
men had to pay clues to belong to the unit. as the dipping below implie : 

" The regular weekly drill and meeting of the GoYernor ' Guard (Company 
"B ", Denver) w·as held la t evening. 55 member. answering roll call. 'l'he 
company voted to raise the month!~- due to the amount nece . ary to defray 
the expense of renting room in premi e adjoining the armory, in order to 
haYe a place in which to hold meetings and quad drill . Four new members 
,\·ere elected * ·~ * " . 

Discipline in many of the organization wa not all that it should haYe 
been, eYen for ?\ational Guard troop . and we find con. tant allu ion to this de
fect in the biennial report: of the Yariou · In ·pector General. .cl. few of the 
·ompanies were apparently run on the principle of a . oYiet or a political club, 
and it i rather refre.'hing to r ead how one captain took the bull by the horn 
and decided to run hi company along more or le military line : 

"A bu in e s meting of Company " I " (Dem·er ) '"a held last Wedne day 
nening. The company ha fired the majorit~· of the old member. and i · filling 
up rapidly '"ith new men of oldierly bearing. 'aptain .tl.ndrews ay he 
will ha Ye a com pan~· of oldier . . not politician . " 
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Competitive drills between 
the variou organization 
were quite a feature of 
X ational Guard actiYitie in 
the " Eightie , ' and excited 
much friend]~- riYalry and 
almo t a mnch attention a 
a good local football game 
doe today. 'l'he spirit with 
which an organization train
ed for the eYent may be 
gleaned from the following 
new item clipped from the 
Denwr Tribun e of February 
10. 1 ±: 

''Company '' E. '. now 
holding the champion. hip , i 
drilling with clo eel door . 
Captain ~Io ore ay. hi. 
rea. on for doing . o i that 
"-hile on hi Ea. tern tour he 
picked up some fine point 
on drilling that he i not 
de. irou · of imparting to the 
other companie . . and a he 
" ·on the champion hip o 
ea ih- he de ·ire. to retain it. 
It is 'said howeYer. that Com-

COL. A. w. HOGLE pany " K" will come to the 
Commanding 1st Infantry, C. r. G., from August front and accept a challenge 

12, 1 6, to May 4, 1 97. from the Routt. ere long, as 
the member of the l.Iitchell 

are anxiou to try their kill. and now that the company i enrolled in the 
Xational Guard they think that the~· haYe a better ·how than a an independent 
company. 'l'he captains of both 'ompany "E" and Company "K' are 
thorouo-h military men, and a clo e contc t i expected. 

''Company '' D '' i also drilling with closed door and is by no mean at 
the tail end of the regiment ''-' * * and i liable to do ome fine drilling in the 
conte t thi ummer. * * * . '' 

Intere t in competiti'e drill wa not confined to local competition alone, 
but quite frequently the Colorado organization. competed in ectional and 
National competition , and mention of one . uch ectional competition i made 
in a hi tory of the illitchell Guard (Company "K ". Denver ) elated 1 92. To 
quote: 

' On the eleYenth da~· of :May, 1 ompany " K ' found it elf en route 
for the Lone tar tate. * * * . Upon the arrirnl of the command in Austin 
* * * and when. after a week shard work they were awarded a hand ome ilk 
flag as a prize for the be t discipline and camp inspection. it eemed a though 
the whole city joined in the consequent celebration. * * * In the report of the 
Adjutant General of Texas the matter i thu referred to: 'I beg to call your 
attention to ompany '' K' ' of Fir t Regiment Colorado I ational Guard , 
which receiYed the pecial prize of a fine flan-, offered to the company having 
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be t policed quarter . being mo t orderly in camp. promptne in obeying 
orders, taking be t care of camp equipage. etc. The e are a ynop i of a 
oldier' entire dutie , and if I were a member of the company I would fee l 

much more pride in haYing ecured the prize aYrnrded to it than I would in 
the big money prize * * * for mere clock-work preci. ion in drill. The Colorado 
company' officer and men had the mo t perfect knowledge of any organiza
tion in camp, o.f guard and eYery other military duty that can be exacted of 
a oldier '." 

It mu t not be pre umerl from the aboYe that the bu iness of preparing 
companie to take part in competitions was the sum total of an officer' du tie 
in tho e day . far from it. and we can form ome e.- timate of their efficiency 
.from a peru al of the following extract from the Inspector-General· report of 
1 6: 

"l'he officers, a a rule. are clo e tudent of the tactics in all pertaining 
to the chool of the oldier and the company, but owing to the scattered condi
tion of the battalion (only two ·tation in the tate having more than one 
infantry company) they lack the practical knowledge of battalion moYement 
e ential to a well informed officer. To remedy thi defect annual encampment 
mu t be held * * * . The month of June, ju t before the miner and pro pector 
leaYe the town for the mountains. I think. would be the mo t opportune time 
for a . embhng the re pectiYe battalion in camp for brigade, battalion. and 
. kirmi h drill. for training in guard duty and for target practice." 

The nece ity for a camp of in truction had long been in i ted on by each 
ucceeding Adjutant-General prior to 1 . and it wa only the chronic con-

dition of poYerty of the military fund that pr Yented the holding of uch a 
camp. 

IToweYer. the money wa at la t forthcoming, and the year 1 9 aw the 
fir t camp of in. truction for the Colorado Xational Guard of which more \Yill 
be aid in a ucceeding chapter. 

ocial affair bulked largely in the bu ine of running a company in tho e 
clay . and it wa no uncommon thing for the captain to entertain hi entire com
pany at hi home a the following excerpt from the Dern·er Tribune of Febru
ary 10. 1 -±. how : 

''About half-pa t eight o'clock last \Vedne clay night a large body of uni
formed men were een marching quietly and in good order thr ough the treet . 
People who saw them on the way wondered what wa up, and timid one miO"ht 
have thought it a lynching varty from Ouray but it wa only Company ' D" re
pairing to the hou e of their Captain, A. H . Hogle, on Welton treet, where he 
had inYited them to a r eception in honor of hi recent return to the city. On 
arriving at the hou. e each one wa greeted by Captain Hogle who wa ably 
a i ted by :\1r . Hogle and daughter, 1\fi s :\Iary. in making all feel welcome, 
and at home. A large flag " 'a draped oYer the folding door . and the hou e 
\Vas neatly and tastefully arranged throughout. After being comfortably 
eatecl in the parlor mu ic. singing and social chat wa indulged in which made 

the time pa s pleasantly and all too soon. * * * Elegant refreshment were 
sen-eel in abundance at 10 o clock, after which the mu ical, singing, and 
Yer atile abilitie of the boY were called forth much to the merriment of all. 
Jt wa 12 o'clock before g.oodnight were aid, and three hearty cheer for 
Captain Hogle and hi amiable wife re ounded from the street before the boy. 
di per ed for their homes, feeling happy at haYing been o ho. pitably enter
tained.'' 
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The need for some a sociation compo ed of the members of the 'olorado 
Kational Guard where matters of profe sional achancement, organization, up
ply and legi lation could be intelligently di cussed, had long been keenly felt . 
and initiatory step along thi line were taken in the spring of 1 ±. as atte ted 
by the follow·ing clipping from the Denver Tribune of April 13 1 ±: 

'·Initiatory teps haYe been taken to organize a Colorado National Guard 
A ociation that -will embrace -within it member hip limit all member of the 
tate militia, the object being to organize an a ociation compo ed of the Colo

rado Xational Guard and to de ignate ome place where they hall meet once 
eYery year to di cus matter with regard to organization, di cipline. and 
equipment. ::\fatter pertaining to tate legi lation can al o be intelligently 
discussed. the interest and good of the service promoted, and a better acquaint
ance between officer and men establi hed. 'l'he first convention will be called 
ome time during the coming ummer at which the committee on organization 

that ha been appointed by Brigadier General Jone , commanding the First 
Brigade, will report. 'l'he committee is compo ed of the captains of each com
pany in the tate. There are at pre. ent 135 officer and twenty- ix companies 
enrolled in the 'ta te ::'llilitia ' ·. 


